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SECRETARY GALVIN PRESENTS 2015 HISTORIC PRESERVATION AWARD TO  

LILLY, BRACKETT & CO. SHOE FACTORY / STATION LOFTS, BROCKTON 

 

Secretary of the Commonwealth William Francis Galvin, Chairman of the Massachusetts 

Historical Commission, announces the selection of the Lilly, Brackett & Co. Shoe Factory, 

Brockton, for a 2015 Massachusetts Historical Commission Historic Preservation Award. 

 “The Massachusetts Historical Commission is proud to recognize the extraordinary 

accomplishments of this year’s awardees,” said Secretary Galvin. “The projects the Commission 

is recognizing this year are particularly diverse and represent the many creative ways that 

significant historic resources are being preserved across the Commonwealth.  This successful 

restoration and adaptive reuse project has saved one of the few remaining intact shoe factories in 

Brockton, while bringing much-needed housing to the city’s downtown.” 

Secretary Galvin presented the award recently at the Massachusetts Archives Building, 

Dorchester. The Lilly, Brackett & Co. Shoe Factory is one of 11 projects, individuals, and 

organizations to be honored. 

      Significant for its long association with Brockton’s shoe industry, the Lilly, Brackett & 

Company Shoe Factory is an excellent, intact example of Italianate-style mill construction with 

heavy timber framing and a brick masonry exterior. The property includes the four-story factory 

building and an attached, one-story, brick boiler house, both dating to 1880, and a one-story, 

brick machine shop and office addition dating to the 1940s. 
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 Lilly, Brackett & Company, a manufacturer of quality men’s boots and shoes, 

constructed the building in 1880 and operated at the site until 1902. George Knight & Company 

purchased the building in 1908, manufacturing machinery for the shoe industry here until 2004. 

Other shoe-related occupants leased space here over the years, including the E. Merrit & 

Company Machine Shop and the J. M. O’Donald Company Shoe Factory. Stall and Dean, a 

tenant in the north end of the building from 1917 through the 1950s, manufactured sporting 

goods. 

Using state and federal historic rehabilitation tax credits, the restoration and adaptive reuse of 

the Lilly, Brackett & Co. Factory—now known as Station Lofts—created twenty-five mixed-

income apartments with on-site parking, a fitness center, and a management office. Prior to 

rehabilitation, the prominently sited factory in downtown Brockton was in significant disrepair 

due to years of deferred maintenance and vacancy. Its wood windows were rotted or missing, 

and many openings were boarded up. Exterior restoration work included careful and thorough 

masonry cleaning, and repair and restoration of copper gutters. The project also restored existing 

steel windows in the machine shop/office, and new aluminum windows matching the profiles 

and sash configuration of the historic windows were installed elsewhere.  

New exterior wood doors replicating the originals were installed on the north, south, and 

west elevations, the existing machine-shop door was restored, and the existing elevator 

headhouse was re-clad in metal shingle to match the existing cladding. The project retained two 

original loading openings stacked atop one another at the east elevation; the second-story 

opening is now glazed, while the first-story opening has new door infill matching the original 

south and west doors.  

Rehabilitation of the building’s interior included repairing and refinishing the floors in stories 

two to four; cleaning brick walls, which were left exposed in corridors, stairwells, and the new 

fitness center; and replicating the historic beadboard ceiling on the fourth floor and in the first-

floor corridor. Wood beams and columns were left exposed in apartments and corridors, and the 

team incorporated the building’s history in the design, displaying a restored fire door, historic 

shoe forms, a restored George Knight sign, and Stall and Dean jerseys in common areas.  
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The machine shop now serves as an open-plan garage with historic fabric such as brick walls, 

beams, and roof decking restored and left exposed. The impressive project transformed a 

blighted city block into a source of pride for the community and introduced more than fifty new 

residents to downtown Brockton. 

This is the 37th year of MHC’s Preservation Awards program. Projects are considered 

annually for awards in the categories of Rehabilitation and Restoration, Adaptive Reuse, 

Education and Outreach, Archaeology, Stewardship, and Landscape Preservation. Individuals are 

considered in the categories of Individual Lifetime Achievement and Local Preservationist. 

Secretary Galvin serves as the chair of the 17-member Massachusetts Historical Commission. 
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(left to right) Carl Landerholm, Brockton Historical Commission and Brockton Historical Society; Christine 

Vincenti, Massachusetts Housing Investment Corporation; Leslie Donovan, Tremont Preservation Services; Ruth 

Silman, Nixon, Peabody; Jason Korb, Capstone Communities; Secretary William F. Galvin; Jason Cohen, Prellwitz 

Chilinski Associates; Lisa Sheehan, Needham Bank; Nancy McCafferty, Massachusetts Housing Partnership; Jim 

Mitrano, WaypointKLA (Photo by Wyeth Lilley) 
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